
 
Terms of Reference: Design for Social 
Impact: Ageing & Disability  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The British Council’s Architecture Design Fashion department is seeking proposals for a research 

project to map best practice in the field of design for social impact, with a focus on design for 

disability and design for an ageing society in the UK.   

The ambition is that the research will inform a larger 3 year cultural programme between the UK 

and East Asia and potentially other countries across the world.  The aim of the research is to 

identify solutions to common challenges between the UK and the rest of the world and to map 

innovative UK practice which is working to have a transformative social impact.  

2. CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES 

Designers are experimenting with new modes of cross-disciplinary practice and collaboration, 

capitalising on advances in digital technology which allow them to take risks in research and 

prototyping. Models which use participatory and user centred design practice are becoming 

increasingly prevalent as an approach to problem-solving and are now being used as an 

important way to inform policy and bring about change.  

 

We see this as an opportunity to investigate how we can design can tackle the challenges of an 

ageing population, create healthier cities, design more inclusive workplaces, environments and 

products together by sharing research and expertise, fuelling international collaboration.  

Key areas for consideration, specifically in the context of design responding to disability and an 

aging population: 

 Inclusive design  

 Assistive technologies  

 User-centred research 

 Healthcare, both environments and product  

 Product design and material innovation 

 Housing and communities 

 Built environment 

 

Simultaneous research is being commissioned to map innovation in social design for 

sustainability, communities and health which is therefore excluded from the scope of this 

research unless it specifically relates to aging and disability. 

 

3. DELIVERABLES   

A. Produce a written report for publication of no more than 10,000 words in a clearly 

communicated style, which may include summary visuals or info graphics covering the following 

areas: 
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 A comprehensive list of UK-based organisations and institutions that are leading the field 

of design which addresses ageing and disability 

 Identify key change-makers/thought leaders 

 Charities and NGOs active in the field and driving change 

 Identify current and future government policy on ageing and disability in the UK 

 Identify any barriers to change in UK design and architecture 

 Up to ten short case studies of individual projects or designers that exemplify innovation, 

show evidence of effecting positive change, and that demonstrate potential for 

international collaboration. 

 Identify partners who are interested in the field,  funding, research and academic  

 A written summary that identifies the key findings and suggests potential project themes. 

 The outcome should be publishable  
 
B: Present the research at a steering group consultation meeting, and gather feedback to inform 
the British Council’s future work. 
C. Collaborate with the Architecture Design Fashion team at the British Council to produce a 
series of industry round tables in early 2017 
D. A PDF summary presentation  
 
4. TIMELINE 

Call for proposals: 8th  November 2016 

Proposal deadline: 20th November 2016 

Successful proposal selected: 25th November 2016 

Initial meeting: w/c 28th November 2016 

Research report deadline: 3rd February 2017 

 

5. PROPOSAL GUIDELINES  

Please submit a short (no more than two sides of A4) proposal of your proposed methodology, 

detailing a timeline, budget and your relevant experience (and that of your team if relevant).  

 

Proposals will assessed on suitability of research methodology, background and experience of 

research team and value for money. The budget is £10,000 inc VAT. 

 

Please submit your proposals in PDF format (max 5MB) to Ria Hawthorn 

ria.hawthorn@britishcouncil.org by 17:00 on 20th November. 

 

6. ABOUT THE BRITISH COUNCIL AND OUR WORK IN THE ARTS 

The British Council was founded to foster friendly knowledge and understanding between the 

peoples of the UK and the wider world. Our work in the arts has been central to this mission for 

more than 80 years, seeking to find new ways of connecting with and understanding each other 

through creativity. 

Since 1934, the British Council has existed to create a basis of friendly knowledge and 

understanding between the people of the UK and the wider world. Our work in the arts has been 

central to this mission for more than 80 years, seeking to find new ways of connecting with and 

understanding each other through creativity.  

mailto:ria.hawthorn@britishcouncil.org
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Our programme utilises the world-leading innovation and creativity of the UK to make a positive 

contribution to the people, institutions and governments of the countries we work in. We create 

opportunities, build connections and engender trust, making a lasting difference to the security, 

prosperity and influence of the UK. Our international seasons help us to create a modern, vibrant 

and creative image of the UK amongst millions of people in fast growing economies, encouraging 

more trade, investment and tourism. 

Our work in the arts has grown substantially over the last five years. We now operate in over 110 

countries around the world and work across eight disciplines covering the full breadth of the UK 

creative industries. In 2015/16 our work in the arts reached 10.9 million people on the ground 

and a further 186 million online and through the media. 

Within the Architecture, Design and Fashion team we develop exhibitions, exchanges, events, 

workshops, installations and specialist visits in conjunction our colleagues and partners to create 

links and connections between designers and cultural institutions around the world. Recent 

projects include the British Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale, New British Inventors: 

Inside Heatherwick Studio, New for Old and Fashion DNA.  

For more information on our work in architecture, design and fashion please visit:  

http://design.britishcouncil.org/  

Our works in arts: 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/arts/about 

Our work in Arts in East Asia: 

https://www.britishcouncil.sg/programmes/arts/east-asia 
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